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 Dr. Arkalgud Anantaramaiah Surya Prakash is an eminent scholar and a distinguished media 
professional, whose work has enriched India's democratic and parliamentary landscape. With over five 
decades of experience in print and electronic media, he has held prestigious positions including that of 
Chairman, Prasar Bharati, India's public service broadcaster and Vice-Chairman, Executive Council of the 
Prime Ministers Museum and Library. 

2. Born on 9  February, 1950, Dr. Surya Prakash received his Bachelor of Science degree from Bangalore  th

University, M.A in Sociology (Mysore University), D.Litt (Tumkur University) for his thesis on the working of 
India's Parliament and L.L.B (Chaudhary Charan Singh University). His deep insights into constitutional and 
parliamentary affairs have shaped national discourse, influenced significant reforms and strengthened the 
democratic ethos of the country. His advocacy for greater functional efficiency of democratic bodies and 
transparency in governance led to the introduction in 1993 of the department-related standing committee 
system in Parliament and the televising of parliamentary proceedings, bringing greater accountability to the 
legislative process. 

3. A prolific writer, Shri Surya Prakash authored What Ails Indian Parliament, in 1995, which is regarded  
as a seminal work on the functioning of parliament and on how Indian MPs cope with their duties within the 
two Houses while facing immense constituency pressures. In 2013, he decided to examine the working of the 
Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) in his much-acclaimed book Public 
Money, Private Agenda – The Use and Abuse of MPLADS. His conclusions led to a national discourse on the 
efficacy of MPLADS. In 2017, his book The Emergency - Indian Democracy's Darkest Hour, highlighted the 
dreadful fallout of the Emergency. He has also contributed a chapter titled Need to Regulate the Working of 
Political Parties in G.C. Malhotra (Ed.), Fifty Years of Indian Parliament, Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi, 
2002.These authoritative texts, which constitute critical audit of democratic institutions, have considerably 
enriched available literature in the area of democracy studies in India.

4. In recent years, Dr. Surya Prakash has turned his attention to the constitutions of various countries  
around the globe, resulting in a path breaking thesis on the features that ought to be there in the constitutions 
of nations which claim to be democracies. His meticulous research has cleared misconceptions about India's 
democratic framework, highlighting the unparalleled rights and freedoms enshrined in the Indian 
Constitution. This thesis was published by the Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF), New Delhi. Dr. 
Surya Prakash has tirelessly defended India's democratic principles on global platforms including the Global 
Conference for Media Freedom in London in July, 2019.

5. During his career spanning over half a century, Dr. Surya Prakash has held key responsibilities in  
media which include Chief of Bureau, The Indian Express, New Delhi; Political Editor, Eenadu Group, New 
Delhi; India Editor, Asia Times; Executive Editor, The Pioneer; and Editor, Zee News. Beyond journalism and 
academia, Dr. Surya Prakash has been instrumental in shaping policy discussions. As Vice-Chairman of the 
Executive Council of the Prime Ministers Museum and Library, his pivotal role in curating the Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya underscores his commitment to preserving and strengthening independent India's democratic 
legacy. He was also Chairman of the committee on merger of LSTV & RSTV & creation of Sansad TV.

6. Dr. Surya Prakash's expertise and leadership have been recognized with prestigious awards and  
honours. They include the fellowship from the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in Germany in 1995 which enabled 
him to study the working of the Bundestag Committees, the Bipin Chandra Pal Samman for Fearless 
Journalism in 2002, Karnataka Rajyotsava Award in 2010 and the award of D.Litt (Honoris Causa) by the SGT 
University, Haryana in February, 2025.
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M‚- vjdyxqM vuUrjkeS;k lw;Z çdk'k

 M‚- vjdyxqM vuUrjkeS;k lw;Z çdk'k ,d ç[;kr fo}ku vkSj çfrf"Br ehfM;k is'ksoj gSa] ftuds ;ksxnku us Hkkjr ds yksdrkaf=d 
vkSj lalnh; ifj–'; dks le)̀ fd;k gSA ÇçV vkSj bysDVª‚fud ehfM;k esa ikap n'kdksa ls vfèkd ds vuqHko ds lkFk] mUgksaus Hkkjr ds 
lkoZtfud lsok çlkjd çlkj Hkkjrh ds vè;{k vkSj çèkku ea=h laxzgky; rFkk iqLrdky; dh dk;Zdkjh ifj"kn ds mikè;{k tSls çfrf"Br inksa 
ij dk;Z fd;k gSA

2-  9 Qjojh] 1950 dks tUes] M‚- lw;Z çdk'k us caxykSj foÜofo|ky; ls foKku Lukrd dh fMxzh] lekt'kkL= esa LukrdksRrj ¼eSlwj 
foÜofo|ky;½] Hkkjr dh laln ds dkedkt ij vius 'kksèk ds fy, Mh- fyV ¼rqedqj foÜofo|ky;½ vkSj ,y,ych ¼pkSèkjh pj.k Çlg 
foÜofo|ky;½ dh fMxzh çkIr dhA laoSèkkfud vkSj lalnh; ekeyksa esa mudh xgjh var–Zf"V us jk"Vªh; foe'kZ dks çsfjr fd;k gS] egRoiw.kZ lqèkkjksa 
dks çHkkfor fd;k gS vkSj ns'k ds yksdrkaf=d yksdkpkj dks etcwr fd;k gSA yksdrkaf=d fudk;ksa dh vfèkd dk;Zn{krk vkSj 'kklu esa 
ikjnÆ'krk ds fy, mudh odkyr ds ifj.kkeLo:i 1993 esa laln esa foHkkx&lacaèkh LFkk;h lfefr ç.kkyh vkSj lalnh; dk;Zokgh ds Vsyh 
çlkj.k dh 'kq#vkr gqÃ] ftlls foèkk;h çfØ;k esa vfèkd tokcnsgh vkÃA

3-  ,d lQy ys[kd Jh lw;Z çdk'k us 1995 esa OgkV ,Yl bafM;u ikÆy;kesaV ¼ ½ fy[kh] tks laln What Ails Indian Parliament
ds dkedkt vkSj Hkkjrh; lkaln fdl çdkj fuokZpu {ks= esa Hkkjh ncko dks >syrs gq, nksuksa lnuksa esa vius nkf;Roksa dk fuoZgu djrs gSa] bl ij 
,d lkjxÆHkr dk;Z ekuk tkrk gSA 2013 esa] mUgksaus viuh cgqç'kaflr iqLrd ifCyd euh] çkbosV ,tsaMk –n ;wt ,aM ,C;wt v‚Q 
,eih,y,Mh,l esa lkaln LFkkuh; lsok fodkl ;kstuk ¼,eih,y,Mh,l½ ds dk;Z lapkyu dh tkap djus dk QSlyk fd;kA muds fu"d"kks± us 
,eih,y,Mh,l dh çHkkodkfjrk ij ,d jk"Vªh; foe'kZ dks tUe fn;kA 2017 esa] mudh iqLrd n bejtsalh & bafM;u MseksØslht MkdsZLV 
v‚oj us vkikrdky ds Hk;kud urhtksa ij çdk'k MkykA mUgksaus 2002 esa thlh eYgks=k }kjk laikfnr fQ¶Vh b;lZ v‚Q bafM;u ikÆy;kesaV] 
yksd lHkk lfpoky;] uÃ fnYyh esa jktuhfrd nyksa ds dkedkt dks fofu;fer djus dh vko';drk 'kh"kZd ls ,d vè;k; Hkh fy[kkA 
yksdrkaf=d laLFkkvksa dh vkykspukRed leh{kk djus okyh bu çkekf.kd iqLrdksa us Hkkjr esa yksdra= vè;;u ds {ks= esa miyCèk lkfgR; dks 
dkQh le`) fd;k gSA

4-  gky ds o"kks± esa] M‚- lw;Z çdk'k us nqfu;k Hkj ds fofHkUu ns'kksa ds lafoèkkuksa ij viuk è;ku dsafær fd;k gS] ftlds ifj.kkeLo:i mu 
fo'ks"krkvksa ij ,d vxz.kh 'kksèk çcaèk rS;kj gqvk gS tks yksdra= gksus dk nkok djus okys ns'kksa ds lafoèkkuksa esa gksuh pkfg,A muds ckjhdh ls fd, 
x, 'kksèk us Hkkjr ds yksdrkaf=d <kaps ds ckjs esa xyr èkkj.kkvksa dks nwj fd;k gS] ftlesa Hkkjrh; lafoèkku esa fufgr cstksM+ vfèkdkjksa vkSj 
Lora=rkvksa ij çdk'k Mkyk x;k gSA ;g 'kksèk çcaèk foosdkuan baVjus'kuy QkmaMs'ku ¼ohvkÃ,Q½] uÃ fnYyh us çdkf'kr fd;kA M‚- lw;Z 
çdk'k us tqykÃ] 2019 esa yanu esa Xykscy dkaÝsal v‚u ehfM;k ÝhMe lfgr dÃ oSfÜod eapksa ij Hkkjr ds yksdrkaf=d fl)karksa dk yxkrkj 
cpko fd;k gSA

5-  vkèkh 'krkCnh ls vfèkd le; ds vius dfj;j ds nkSjku] M‚- lw;Z çdk'k us ehfM;k txr esa çeq[k ftEesnkfj;ka fuHkkÃ gSa] ftuesa n 
bafM;u ,Dlçsl] uÃ fnYyh ds C;wjks çeq[k( ÃukMq xzqi] uÃ fnYyh ds jktuhfrd laiknd( ,f'k;k VkbEl ds Hkkjr laiknd( n ik;fu;j ds dk;Zdkjh 
laiknd( vkSj t+h U;wt+ ds laiknd ds :i esa mudh Hkwfedk,a 'kkfey gSaA i=dkfjrk vkSj f'k{kk ds vykok] M‚- lw;Z çdk'k uhfrxr fopkj&foe'kks± dks 
vkdkj nsus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrs jgs gSaA çèkkuea=h laxzgky; vkSj iqLrdky; dh dk;Zdkjh ifj"kn ds mikè;{k ds :i esa] çèkkuea=h laxzgky; dh 
ns[kHkky esa mudh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk Lora= Hkkjr dh yksdrkaf=d fojklr dks lajf{kr djus vkSj mls etcwr djus ds çfr mudh çfrc)rk dks n'kkZrh 
gSA og yksd lHkk Vhoh vkSj jkT; lHkk Vhoh ds foy; vkSj laln Vhoh ds l̀tu lacaèkh lfefr ds vè;{k Hkh FksA

6-  M‚- lw;Z çdk'k dh fo'ks"kKrk vkSj usrR̀o dks dÃ çfrf"Br iqjLdkjksa vkSj lEekuksa ls Loh—fr feyh gSA buesa 1995 esa teZuh esa 
ÝsMfjd ,cVZ QkmaMs'ku ls Qsyksf'ki] ftlls mUgsa cqaMslVSx lfefr;ksa ds dkedkt dk vè;;u djus esa enn feyh] 2002 esa fuHkÊd i=dkfjrk 
ds fy, fcfiu paæ iky lEeku] 2010 esa dukZVd jkT;ksRlo iqjLdkj vkSj Qjojh] 2025 esa ,lthVh foÜofo|ky;] gfj;k.kk }kjk Mh- fyV~ ¼ 
ekun½ lEeku 'kkfey gSA
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